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Assistive Technology for Kansans
Submitted by Sheila Simmons

T

echnology is a part of everyone’s
daily life now. Whether you’re
using a bank ATM, updating a
Facebook page, or texting on a
cellphone, technology is a part of
our lives. Assistive technology can
benefit children with developmental
delays as well as adults with
disabilities or health conditions. For
example, a mother with two schoolage daughters wanted to be more
involved with their education. The
elementary school website allowed
parents to check daily homework
assignments, receive weekly
performance reports, and had
information about social activities.
Due to her vision and hearing losses,
she wasn’t able to access the
information. She contacted Assistive
Technology for Kansans (ATK) for
help. ATK staff demonstrated a
variety of devices and software at
her home that might help. She
selected a smart phone with
amplification to talk to teachers and
an iPad with larger text settings and
voiceover (a feature that reads the
icons on the screen) to access the
school’s website. ATK staff helped
her fund the devices through a
special telecommunications program
for individuals who are deaf and
blind. Now she knows how her
daughters are doing and is involved

as a room parent for educational
field trips.
The University of Kansas Life Span
Institute in Parsons operates
Assistive Technology for Kansans.
ATK has five regional field offices
and an affiliate office that serves
people with disabilities of all ages
across the state. ATK AT Access
Sites are located in Parsons, Topeka,
Wichita, Salina, Oakley, and an
affiliate office in Garden City. People
who want to know how technology
can help them solve a problem due
to a disability or functional limitation
can call 800-526-3648 or go to the
website, http://atk.ku.edu for more
information and email contacts. For
example, an education team and a
mother contacted ATK staff to see if
there was technology to help a
young girl with no consistent
physical movement to be able to
communicate. After trying a few
different options, ATK staff arranged
for short term loan of a
communication device that she could
make talk by using eye gaze to
select her message. ATK staff is
helping the educational team put
together a funding application
through health insurance since they
know this system works. In another
case, a grandfather in northeast
Kansas is parenting his grandson

who was hospitalized due to pressure
sores. He contacted ATK to see if he
could get a better wheelchair. The ATK
staff found a refurbished tilt-in-space
power wheelchair that allows the
grandson to adjust his position and so
reduce the chance of future pressure
wounds.
Each AT Access Site provides access to
refurbished devices, demonstration and
short-term loan of devices, help with
finding funds for devices by looking at
eligibility and documentation for public
and private resources, assessment
assistance, and teach how to use and
maintain devices for education,
employment, and community living.
Recently, a junior in high school with
Down syndrome had worked at Pizza
Hut for two years, but wanted a better
paying job. He knew that waiters were
paid more and received tips, but he
couldn’t write down orders. ATK staff
found a device that let him record the
order at the table so he could replay it
for the kitchen staff and replay it again
so he could complete the drink order. A
waterproof case protects the device at
the wet, sticky drink station. His boss is
pleased with his work and he’s making
more money. A win - win.
ATK services are provided at no cost to
the individual. ATK does bill Medicaid,
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vocational rehabilitation, workers’
compensation, and other third party
payers if available, but Kansans with
all disabilities and of all ages are
eligible. Another program that is a
partner of ATK is the Kansas AT
Financial Loan Program.
Grandparents who are raising their 8year-old grandson were interested in
buying a van with lift so they no
longer had to lift him in and out of a
car seat and he could ride in his
wheelchair which was secured with
tie downs. The Kansas AT Loan staff
helped them find funds through
nonprofit organizations to help with
the purchase and the remaining
funds were borrowed from the
program. If you are interested in a
flexible loan for technology you can
call 866-465-2826. Or call 800-5263648 for any other assistive
technology question you may have.

Parent
Resources
Family Emergency Evacuation
Plan - Safe Escape
http://www.safeescape.org/pdf/EN/
evacuation_plan.pdf

Catch up on the Common Core.
You've probably heard a lot about
this new initiative in education called
the Common Core State Standards
(CCSS). What's it all about? How
does it relate to you as an educator,
administrator, or parent? How does
it apply to students, especially those
with disabilities? This resource page
will help you find answers to
questions such as these.
http://nichcy.org/schoolsadministrators/commoncore

Special
Education
Advisory
Council

T

he purpose of the Kansas State
Special Education Advisory
Council is to provide policy guidance
to the State Board of Education with
respect to special education and
related services for children with
disabilities in the state. The Council
meets as mandated by both the
State and Federal Legislation.
Council membership is made up of
stakeholders throughout the state
with the majority being individuals
with disabilities and parents of
children with disabilities. The State
Board of Education makes the
appointments to vacated positions
on the Council during the month of
June each year.
Public Input Ground Rules
The following are procedures to
follow when providing public input
to the State Special Education
Advisory Council. Your input can be
verbal or written.
Submitting Written Public
Comments
• The public may submit comments
in written form to be read by the
chairperson and/or distributed at
Special Education Advisory Council
(SEAC) meetings during the public
input session, if unable to present in
person.
• Written comments can be
submitted via email, mail, or fax to
the chairperson or State Educational
Agency and received at least three
business days prior to the scheduled
meeting. Any written comments
submitted after that time will be
read and/or distributed at a later
SEAC meeting.
• Written input must include the
name, address and county of
residence of the person submitting
comment. Specific issues about a
particular student should be
addressed to the Kansas State

Department of Education, Special
Education Services Team rather than
the SEAC.
Your written comments will be taken
under advisement by the panel. If
anyone needs special assistance to
participate in the public input
session, every effort will be made to
provide the accommodation. When
requesting accommodations for
public input, please allow no less
than three business days notice prior
to the scheduled meeting.
Submitting Verbal Public
Comment
• In person, only through prior
notification to the Council
Administrative Assistant
• The public (non-panel members)
should sit in the guest section.
• Refer to the panel agenda for the
designated time period to provide
public input.
• The limit for verbal comments is
five minutes. You will be given a
verbal cue one minute before your
time is up. With prior agreement of
the SEAC Chairperson, a statement
may be extended beyond five
minutes.
• You will be asked to share your
name, organization, and topic.
• Please keep your comments factual
and objective.
• Avoid using names of students or
staff members. If your issue is
relating to a specific issue with your
child, remember you have a right to
request mediation, file a complaint
with the Kansas State Department of
Education, or request a due process
hearing. For more information, talk
with your local school district
director.
• Your comments will be taken under
advisement by the panel.
• Through e-mail to SEAC Council
Secretary, seac@ksde.org
• Through fax 785-296-6715
Emailed and faxed comments will be
shared at a designated time, during
regularly scheduled meetings. The

next meeting of SEAC will be
held at the Kansas State
Department of Education
Building on January 14 – 15,
2014.

Family Story
Celebrating the Possibilities!
By: Sherri Deleon

A

bout four years ago I was struggling to find my way with my daughter.
Alisha has a very rare disease. It is called carbonic anhydrous type ll
deficiency with renal tubular acidosis and osteoptrosis. The worst part of this
disease is the osteoptrosis. It is a bone disease that has resulted in 22
broken bones. Alisha is 23 years old and that is an average of one broken
bone for every year of her life. We have always taken care of Alisha but
things were really getting crazy with her disease. She was about to graduate
high school. We did not know where to go.
I ran into a lady that told me about Families Together. They have been a big
help over the years. They are there when you just need to talk. When things
are really bad I try to keep my chin up for Alisha and be positive but there
are those days when life just knocks you for a loop and you don't want to be
strong. You want to talk to someone and cry. I have never wanted to do it
in front of Alisha. That is where Families Together comes in. They are always
there for you. For me, they are that place to be able to talk and cry.
Alisha is always positive. That is one thing I can say. She really is never
down or at least she never lets anyone know it. No matter how bad she is
hurting or when she is not feeling well, she is always happy and has a smile
on her face. She will give everyone she knows a big hug. That is Alisha.
The Garden City Parent Center of Families Together has held the Holiday
Extravaganza the last few years. They have asked families to participate and
Alisha has been a model in the fashion show each year. She is always ready
and excited to be a model when this comes around every year. I was told
this year, that Alisha does not want to model next year. She wants to help
Tami, the Fashion Show Coordinator, by being her assistant. The work
Families Together does has shown Alisha she can do things. I would call
that a success story. They have made this little girl want to do more than
just the norm. Her Dad and I would like to say thank you to Families
Together for just being there to talk or share things. They are the best
people EVER.

Tecnología Asistencial Para los
Residentes de Kansas

L

a tecnología es parte de nuestra vida hoy en día. No importa si estas
usando el cajero automático, actualizando su página de Facebook, o
mandando un texto en su celular, la tecnología es parte de nuestras vidas. La
tecnología asistencial puede beneficiar los niños con retraso del desarrollo al
igual que adultos con discapacidades o condiciones de salud. Por ejemplo, una
madre con dos hijas de edad escolar quería estar más involucrada con su
educación La página de la escuela les permite a los padres ver las
asignaciones, recibir calificaciones semanales, y tener información sobre
actividades sociales. Debido a la perdida auditiva y visión, ella no
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From the
Director’s
Desk
Greetings Families and Appointed
Education Advocates,
As we look forward to another year,
it is customary to make some
resolutions. In keeping with that
idea, here are some you might
consider:
1. Take stock of your relationships
with your child’s teacher, school
personnel, health care providers,
and others. Are you doing all
you can to be a great partner
with them for your child? What
one step could you take to help
them help your child?
2. What tips and tricks have you
learned that might be helpful to
other parents? Share them with
Families Together for our
newsletter or Facebook page.
3. Could you spare just a little time
to support another parent of a
child with disabilities? Volunteer
to be a Parent-to-Parent
Supporting parent with Families
Together.
4. Has Families Together helped
you advocate for services?
Could you afford to support our
work so we can remain a strong
organization for other families?
Every little bit helps!
5. Have you shared information
about Families Together with
your school, other parents, or
services providers? Help spread
the word so other families can
find support for the challenges
they face.
May 2014 be a GREAT year for you
and your family. Happy New Year!!!

Connie

pudo asesar la información. Ella se comunico con Tecnología de Asistencia para personas viviendo en Kansas (Assistive
Technology for Kansans ATK) para ayuda. El
personal de ATK le mostro una variedad de
dispositivos y software en su hogar que le puede
ayudar. Ella eligió un teléfono inteligente (smart
phone) con amplificación para hablar con los
maestros y un iPad con el texto de palabras grande
y voz (una función que lee los iconos en la pantalla)
para asesar la pagina de web de la escuela. El
personal de ATK le ayudo conseguir los fondos
necesarios atraves de un programa especial de
telecomunicaciones para individuos que son sordo
ciego. Ahora ella sabe las calificaciones de sus hijas
y esta involucrada en las diferentes actividades
escolares.
La Universidad de Kansas y su Instituto Life Span en
Parsons opera ATK. ATK tiene cinco oficinas
regionales y una oficina afiliada que asiste personas
con discapacidades de todas las edades en el estado. Las oficinas de ATK se encuentran en Parsons, Topeka, Wichita,
Salina, Oakley, y una oficina afiliada en Garden City. Personas que quieren saber como la tecnología puede ayudarlos a
resolver un problema debido a una discapacidad o limitación funcional pueden llamar al 1-800-526-3648 o visitar su
página de internet, http://atk.ku.edu para más información. Por ejemplo, un equipo educativo y la madre contactaron el
personal de ATK para ver si había tecnología para ayudar una niña que no tiene movimiento físico consistente. Después
de intentar diferente opciones, el personal de ATK les presto a corto plazo un dispositivo de comunicación que ella podía
hacer que hable utilizando la mirada para seleccionar el mensaje. El personal de ATK esta ayudando al equipo educativo
llenar una aplicación solicitando fondos a la aseguranza medica ya que saben que este sistema funciona. En otro caso,
un abuelo en la parte Norte Este de Kansas que esta criando su nieto que estuvo hospitalizado por llagas de presión. El
contactó a ATK para ver si le podían ayudar a conseguir una silla de rueda mejor. El personal de ATK le encontró una
silla de rueda renovada que le permite al nieto graduar su posición y así reducir tener llagas de presión en el futuro.
Cada oficina provee acceso a dispositivos renovados, demostraciones y préstamos a corto plazo de dispositivos, ayuda
encontrando fondos para dispositivos mirando elegibilidad y documentación para recursos públicos y privados, asistencia
en pruebas, y enseñar como utilizar y mantener dispositivos para educación, empleo y diario uso en la comunidad.
Recientemente un estudiante en high school con Síndrome de Down estaba trabajando en Pizza Hut por dos años, pero
quería un trabajo que pagará más. Él sabía que a los meseros les pagan mas y reciben propinas, pero el no podía
escribir las ordenes. El personal de ATK le encontró un dispositivo que le permite grabar las ordenes y luego tocárselo al
personal de la cocina. Un protector contra el agua protege el dispositivo. Su jefe esta muy contento con su trabajo y él
esta ganando más dinero. Todos salen ganando.
Los servicios de ATK son proporcionados a ningún costo al individuo. ATK le cobra a Medicaid, rehabilitación vocacional,
compensación de trabajadores, y a terceras partes que pagan si esta disponible a habitantes de Kansas que tienen una
discapacidad de cualquier edad. Otro programa que trabaja con ATK es la Tecnología de Asistencia de Kansas (Kansas
AT) Programa Préstamo Financiero. Unos abuelos que están criando su nieto de 8 años estaban interesados en comprar
una van que sube la silla de rueda al vehículo y la asegure para así no tener que cargarlo. El personal de AT le ayudo
encontrar fondos atraves de un programa sin fines lucrativo que les ayudo comprarla y los fondos restantes el programa
les dio un préstamo. Si usted esta interesado en un préstamo flexible para tecnología puede llamar al 1-866-465-2826 o
puede llamar al 1-800-526-3648 para cualquier otra pregunta que tenga sobre la tecnología asistencial.

Calendar of Events
January 11, 2014

Families Together Board Meeting, Wichita

888-815-6364

February 14-15, 2014

Family Enrichment Weekend,
Garden City

888-820-6364

March 1, 2014

Together We Can Learn Statewide
Conference, Wichita

888-815-6364

April 25-26, 2014

Family Enrichment Weekend,
Lawrence

800-264-6343

Check our website for added events or visit our Facebook page!

Frequently Asked Questions

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

What if the school team decides that the child is no longer eligible for special education services, but the parents
refuse to consent to the child exiting from services?
Services must continue. However, the school could continue to try to reach consensus with the parent. If
parents continue to refuse to provide consent, then the school could request mediation and/or a due process
hearing.
What if a parent who revoked consent for all special education services subsequently requests his/or her child be
provided special education services again?
The school must conduct an initial evaluation to determine whether the child qualifies for special education
before re-enrolling the child in special education services.

Education Advocate Update

T

he school year is fast approaching the end of the first semester. That means Winter break, holiday
traditions, and rest and relaxation. It also means semester grades and progress reports! Please
take the time to contact your child’s primary teacher and make sure you receive these important
updates. Also, take a moment to evaluate your effectiveness as an advocate. Merrriam-Webster’s
dictionary defines an advocate as one that pleads the cause of another; one that supports or promotes
the interests of another. Are you supporting and promoting the interests of the student(s) you
represent? An effective education advocate takes the time to check in with people who support the
student, like his or her foster parents, case manager, and teachers. E-mail and phone calls are a quick way to
accomplish this. Do you know your students’ strengths, needs, dreams, and goals? And are you working with the IEP
team to address the needs and meet the dreams and goals? Are you asserting your rights as the legal educational
decision-maker?
After the holidays pass, the education advocate staff will be working to get the annual surveys mailed out to you.
Please take a few minutes to complete and return your survey. The surveys provide us with valuable information about
you and the children you serve. Enjoy your holidays and resolve to continue your efforts on behalf of Kansas kids! As
always, we thank you for your time and energy. If we can be of any assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact the
center nearest you.
Education Advocate workshops will be held in Kansas City, Iola, Wichita and Hays between January and May, 2014.
Please watch for further details on our website, www.familiestogetherinc.org.

What is an Individualized Health Care Plan
(IHP)?

T

he Individualized Health Care Plan (IHP) is a written document for each student with
a specific special health care need within the school environment. The team that
develops the IHP includes parents, school professionals, school nurse, the student (when
appropriate), and student’s health care provider (if possible). An IHP should be attached
to the student’s individualized Education Program (IEP), Individualized Family Service Plan
(IFSP), Section 504 Plan, if applicable or can be a separate document. If your child is
eligible for an IHP, your child’s primary care provider can provide the school nurse all the
necessary medical information and specific doctor’s orders for your child. The student’s
IHP should include: the health services your child should receive at school; administration
and/or monitoring of medication; use of a particular device which compensates for vital
bodily functions; when, where and how the health services will be provided; who will
provide the health services, information about your child’s transportation needs including
any special needs when taking field trips; and an emergency response plan that lists
possible emergencies and what to do. The plan should be discussed with all school staff
and local emergency medical services (EMS) provider.
The IHP should be reviewed and updated whenever your child's medical condition
changes. It is very important that you notify the school nurse immediately when changes happen. The IHP should be
kept in your child's school record.

¿Qué es un Plan de Salud Individualizado
(siglas en ingles IHP)?

E

l Plan de Salud Individualizado (siglas en ingles IHP) es un documento escrito para cada estudiante con necesidades especiales
de cuidado médico específico dentro del ámbito escolar. El equipo
que desarrolla el Plan de Salud Individualizado incluye a padres,
profesionales de la escuela, enfermera de la escuela, el estudiante
(cuando sea apropiado), y el médico del estudiante (si es posible).
El Plan de Salud Individualizado deberá adjuntarse al Programa de
Educación Individualizada (IEP), el Plan Individualizado de Servicios
para la Familia (IFSP), Plan de la Sección 504 o ser un documento
separado. Si su hijo(a) es elegible para el Plan de Salud Individualizado, el medico de su hijo(a) puede proporcionar a la enfermera de
la escuela toda la información médica necesaria y las órdenes del
médico específico para su hijo(a). El Plan de Salud Individualizado
del estudiante debe incluir: los servicios de salud de su hijo(a) que
debe recibir en la escuela, la suministración y/o supervisión del medicamento, el uso de un dispositivo especial que compensa las funciones corporales vitales, cuándo, dónde y cómo se prestarán los servicios de salud; quien suministrara el servicio de
salud, información sobre las necesidades de transportación de su hijo(a), incluyendo cualquier necesidad especial al ir a
las excursiones, y un plan de reacción de emergencia que enumera posibles situaciones de emergencia y qué hacer. El
plan debe ser discutido con todo el personal escolar y los servicios médicos de Urgencias local (siglas en ingles EMS).
El Plan de Salud Individualizado debe ser revisado y actualizado cada vez que la condición médica de su hijo(a) cambia.
Es muy importante que usted notifique a la enfermera de la escuela inmediatamente cuando los cambios ocurren. El
Plan de Salud Individualizado se debe mantener en el archivo escolar de su hijo.

Kansas City TEC

Holiday Extravaganza

n November 8, 2013 Families Together hosted a
“Youth to Adulthood” Team Empowerment
Conference at the KU Edwards Campus in Overland
Park, Kansas. This conference served families that
have a child/youth with a disability and/or special
healthcare needs and the professionals that assist
them.

Thank you for helping to make the 3rd Annual
Holiday Extravaganza such a success for Families
Together, Inc. and all who attended.

O

The morning keynote speakers included Scott Adams
and Leslie Byram from The Special Needs Planning
Center. Topics included: meeting the qualification
guidelines for developing a special needs trust, Social
Security and Medicaid, implementing guardianship or
an alternative (once your child turns 18), the
coordination of family assets, creating a legacy to
provide for and protect your child, and creating a
continuity of care document to prepare guardians and
caregivers.
Families Together provided lunch and an extended
lunch hour in order for attendees to participate in the
resource fair with vendors such as AMC Theater,
ArCare, The JO, Johnson County Community College,
Working Healthy, The Johnson County CDDO,
Heartstrings, and Project Rise. Each vendor offered
information and materials for attendees about their
services and how the agencies may assist with their
individual needs.
The afternoon concluded with keynote speaker
Zach McCall, Ph.D. Assistant Professor of
Special Education, Division on Curriculum and
Instructional Leadership, University of MissouriKansas City, speaking on the IEP transition process
and the guidelines under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), along with an
interactive workshop highlighting family engagement
throughout the entire transition process.

Frank’s Computer Shop
Ewe Specialties
Berta’s Flowers & Festivities
Garden Pharmacy
Volvo Rents, Inc.
Kirby Vacuum & Supply Co.
Ward’s Garden Center
Randall McVey, DDS
Palace Computer
Wharton’s for Every Bloomin’ Thing
City Kuts Barber Shop
MJ’s Barber Shop
Old Wooden Spoon
Kearny County Bank
Celebrating Home/Betty Fowler
Betty Brungardt
Garcia’s
Plank’s BBQ
Infinity Salon
Daughters of Isabella Circle #781
Knights of Columbus Council #2795
Thai Arawan Restaurant
Mary Kay/Mary Townsend-Buckley
Congratulations Winners of the Holiday
Extravaganza Giveaway
Expandable Car Tote – Tony Faulkner
Leather Kearny County Bank Bag – Christine Brown
$100 Staples Easy Button Gift Care – Nancy Frost
$100 Frank’s Computer Shop Gift Certificate – Stephen
Whitehurst
iPad – Brenda Benitez

Opening in Topeka Center

F

amilies Together, Inc. is seeking qualified applicants to work on the
Education Advocate Program, provide assistance to parents, and
conduct training related to the special education process. Please send
resumes to: Lesli Girard at 5611 SW Barrington Court South or email at
lesli@familiestogetherinc.org.

Families make the difference.

F

amilies Together, Inc. founded in 1982, serves as the Parent Training and Information Center and Family to
Family Health Information Center for Kansas and provides opportunities for families to come together and meet
other families who are navigating the special education and disability services maze. Each year, Families
Together, Inc. provides, without fees, direct support to thousands of Kansas families. In addition, through workshops,
conferences and partnerships with state, local and national organizations, Families Together provides training to nearly
4,000 families and professionals working with children and youth with disabilities and special health care needs.
Garden City Center 1-888-820-6364

gardencity@familiestogetherinc.org

Kansas City Center 1-877-499-5369

kansascity@familiestogetherinc.org

Topeka Center 1-800-264-6343

topeka@familiestogetherinc.org

Wichita Center 1-888-815-6364

wichita@familiestogetherinc.org

Visit our website at:

www.familiestogetherinc.org
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